As wall a8 being one of The PNesT -
Tireatenad Types ofF mammal in
BriTain, bats are alse ameng The

= PesT Misunderstoad. Far From being
j’ nasTy dangerous animals, they
5 e ATTrAcTIVe small, furry insest

eaters Whish Nead all the help They

can gatl

Bats need a range of roosting sites, including summer
daytime roosts, winter hibernation ones and breeding

sites. You can help them find a suitable roost by

putting up a simple bat box. Just follow the guidelines

e Saw

o Hammer

. Screwdriver

« Penci

. Tape Measur®

You will need:

* Plank of 6 inch (150 mm) by 1 inch (25 mm) 1.2 m. long
timber (Larch recomended)

* 13 x 45 mm Bright zinc screws
* 4 x 40 mm panel pins

* 1 foot of approx. 25 mm x 20 mm wooden baton or a
rubber /metal Hinge

Making your bat box

* Only attempt this with adult supervision and take all
reasonable health and safety precautions.

* Make the box from rough sawn timber to give the bats
something to cling to. Make sure the wood is untreated -
many wood preservatives can kill bats!

 Cut timber as shown in diagram 1 - you should have 6
pieces. The back plate can be groved with saw-cuts to
help the bats to crawl up into it. Assemble with the screws
as in diagram 2 - pilot drill the holes first to stop the wood
splitting. Check the access slit in the bottom is at least
15 mm and less than 20 mm before tightning the screws.
Adjust if too wide or too narrow.

* Nail 2 panel pins either side of the base plate to prevent it
swiveling.
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produce a rain-proof « Put the boxes as high as possible above the ground to
avoid predators - some species of bat such as noctules
prefer roosts at least 5 metres off the ground.
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entrance slit
1.5 - 2cm wide




